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Shipyard Community Benefits (Part II) and Servio Gomez, an 
extraordinary man, entrepreneur, community advocate, and 
CAC member. 
 
By Dr. Veronica Hunnicutt,  
Chair, Citizens Advisory Committee for the Shipyard (CAC)  
 
Fall is upon us! How quickly the year 
passed! I have more good news to share 
with you about the community benefits 
from Lennar Urban. Our newsletters have 
gone viral, thanks to all of you out there who are paying atten-
tion to the vital information concerning the progress of this 
ongoing Shipyard development.   
 
The Community Builder Program, the Community Brokers Pro-
gram, the Construction Assistance Program, and the San Fran-
cisco Community Ambassador Program are also deserving of 
mention because these programs enable members of the 
BVHP community to be involved in the renaissance that is oc-
curring in the Southeast section of San Francisco. 
 
The Community Builder Program provides community develop-
ers with direct participation in the project. Development par-
cels have been set aside for local developers or builders, in-
cluding for-profit or non-profit organizations, that either do 
business in and have a primary address in the BVHP area or are 
owned with at least 50% ownership interest by an individual or 
individuals residing in the BVHP area.  
 
The Community Brokers Program gives qualified brokers the 
first opportunity to preview and show units in Lennar's resi-
dential projects to clients, provides marketing materials for the 
brokers, and invites participation opportunities for the brokers 
through homebuyer workshops. 
 
Of particular interest and assistance to the Lennar Community 
Brokers program is the compensation for selling homes in the 
Shipyard. Often in transactions for new home sales, the devel-
opers pay only a referral fee of a few hundred dollars to the 
brokers representing buyers. Generally, the fee is given to bro-
kers only for market rate properties. Because most of the work 
on below market rate (BMR) sales transactions is handled by 
the Mayor's Office of Housing staff, the agents who bring BMR 
buyers are customarily not paid any fees. However, on the 
Shipyard Lennar Urban project, the fee payments will be differ-
ent. As part of Lennar's commitment to share the economic 
benefits widely, to encourage local brokers to bring their cli-
ents to the Shipyard, and to encourage local brokers to contin-
ue to support their clients through the completion of the buy-
ing process, Lennar Urban is instituting a FULL 50/50 com-
mission split on both the market rate homes as well as the 
BMR properties.             
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Lennar has provided $3.5 million dollars to support local contractors, so 
they can build capacity and participate in developing the project. They 
receive technical assistance and educational forums from the Construc-
tion Assistance Project (CAP), which is administered by Derf Butler and 
his staff. The CAP program provides outreach, technical assistance, edu-
cation, and financial assistance programming for local contractors.  
 

This fund also provides support for the City's surety bonding program, 

the owner consolidated insurance program, and a program to assist 

truckers residing or based in the BVHP area. These trucking firms are 

needed to assist in the demolition, grading, and infrastructure develop-

ment for the Shipyard. Much of the work and commitment for the com-

munity by Lennar Urban has been done quietly and without much fan-

fare. For example, very few people know that in 2010, Lennar Urban 

granted the San Francisco Community Ambassador program $800,000 

in response to the escalating racial tensions in the Bayview Hunters 

Point, Visitation Valley, and Excelsior areas. This program, which start-

ed as a pilot, was developed by the Office of Civic Engagement & Immi-

grant Affairs and funded through the Omega Boys & Girls Club. Part of 

the program is the Alive and Free training which addresses the issues of 

participants, their concerns, and their environmental challenges.  

 

The Bayview Hunters Point Shipyard development project is a model 

for developers throughout California and America. Everyone involved in 

this project has benefitted from this development—the Bayview Hunt-

ers Point community; Lennar, the master developer; the Mayor's Office 

and the Redevelopment Successor Agency—the Office of Community 

Investment and Infrastructure (OCII); and the City and County of San 

Francisco. The man in charge of  the Lennar project is our beloved Kofi 

Bonner. He was featured in our last newsletter.  Kofi has also received 

numerous commendations from various entities in the public and pri-

vate sector for his extensive expertise in development and mastery of 

complex projects. Our community and the CAC  are glad for the oppor-

tunity to work with him.  

 

More importantly, we, as residents of the Bayview and of this great 

City, are benefitting from the increased revenues that will be generated 

from the development which in turn will fund City services and pro-

grams, from housing and work opportunities for residents in the 

Bayview Hunters Point area and for other individuals and businesses 

citywide, and from the immense possibilities that result in creating an-

other Go-To destination in San Francisco. 
                                                                                                   Continued—> 



Lennar has provided $3.5 million dollars to support local contractors, 
so they can build capacity and participate in developing the project. 
They receive technical assistance and educational forums from the 
Construction Assistance Project (CAP), which is administered by Derf 
Butler and his staff. The CAP program provides outreach, technical 
assistance, education, and financial assistance programming for local 
contractors.  
 

Highlight on Servio Gomez, CAC Member 
When Servio Gomez was a young man, he fled the war in El Salvador 
and began working at a Cadillac dealership in Southern California. Be-
cause he did not like the work, he listened to a friend who suggested 
he get a job at a framing shop in Encino. Six years later in 1985, Servio 
opened his own framing shop, Back to the Picture, on Valencia Street 
in San Francisco.  In 1986, Servio's shop also became a gallery. Many 
years later, hundreds of talented artists from the Mission District have 
shown their work at the gallery. Servio was in business at a time when 
artists were political, spearheaded the opening of other art centers, 
and galvanized for action. Featured artists included Michael Rios, who  
did much of the work for Santana, and Juan Fuentes, who directed 
Mission Grafica from 1999 to 2007. Gomez kept his business open 
during the changes in the neighborhood, the onset of the AIDS pan-
demic, and challenging days of Valencia. 
 
Mr. Gomez opened a second gallery in the Bayview on Third Street. 
Both businesses on Valencia Street and the Bayview were named Java-
lencia. Because his wife, Martha, was laid off from her job at the Four 
Seasons Hotel, and the landlord of the coffee shop was eager to sell, 
the Gomezes decided to open Javalencia in the newly-acquired space. 
Gomez opened up other framing shops in Oakland that he sold after 
his two daughters were born. He said, “ I want to spend time with my 
kids; it's not the money--- it's the quality of life.” 
 
Servio Gomez has had great success in business, and when he opened 
the gallery in the Bayview, named R94124, he wanted to unite the 
community. In fact, the Art Fest lasted for four years and highlighted 
community artists. Although Servio no longer has a business in the 
Bayview, he has invested in real estate in the Bayview and East Bay 
since 1989. He has opened another coffee shop on Market Street re-
cently. Committed to community advancement, Servio is a savvy busi-
nessman who has used his skills to enrich all of us.  Servio Gomez is a 
valuable member of the Citizens Advisory Committee for the Shipyard, 
and we appreciate his unselfish work on behalf of the community.  
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Highlight on Servio Gomez, CAC Member 

When Servio Gomez was a young man, he fled the war in El 
Salvador and began working at a Cadillac dealership in South-
ern California. Because he did not like the work, he listened 
to a friend who suggested he get a job at a framing shop in 
Encino. Six years later in 1985, Servio opened his own fram-
ing shop, Back to the Picture, on Valencia Street in San Fran-
cisco.  In 1986, Servio's shop also became a gallery. Many 
years later, hundreds of talented artists from the Mission 
District have shown their work at the gallery. Servio was in 
business at a time when artists were political.  He spearhead-
ed the opening of other art centers, galvanizing people into 
action. Featured artists included Michael Rios, who  
did much of the work for Santana, and Juan Fuentes, who 
directed Mission Grafica from 1999 to 2007. Servio kept his 
business open during the changes in the neighborhood and  
the onset of the AIDS. 
 
Mr. Gomez opened a second gallery in the Bayview on Third 
Street. Both businesses on Valencia Street and the Bayview 
were named Javalencia. Because his wife, Martha, was laid 
off from her job at the Four Seasons Hotel, and the landlord 
of the coffee shop was eager to sell, the Gomezes decided to 
open Javalencia in the newly-acquired space. 
Gomez opened up other framing shops in Oakland that he 
sold after his two daughters were born. He said, “ I want  
to spend time with my kids; it's not the money--- it's the  
quality of life.” 
 

Servio Gomez has had great success in business, and when he opened 
the gallery in the Bayview, named R94124, he wanted to unite the 
community. In fact, the Art Fest lasted for four years and highlighted 
community artists. Although Servio no longer has a business in the 
Bayview, he has invested in real estate in the Bayview and East Bay 
since 1989. He has opened another coffee shop on Market Street re-
cently. Committed to community advancement, Servio is a savvy busi-
nessman who has used his skills to enrich all of us.  Servio Gomez is a 
valuable member of the Citizens Advisory Committee for the Shipyard, 
and we appreciate his unselfish work on behalf of the community.  

We look forward to seeing you next month at our CAC Full Committee 
meeting. Please remember to join us for our subcommittee meetings 
in October!  
DrVH                                                                                    

Full CAC Meeting 9/8/14 

Continued from page 1 

Land that was unused for years is being repurposed. Hope is 

being established in the hearts of folks who have been left 

out! Services and programs are being developed that this City 

needs for its residents.  

   This is a win-win situation for everybody! Thank you again, 

Kofi Bonner, and his staff for being a great partner on this 

wonderful project! 
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Parcel A  Phase 1, 9-15-14 

Workers take a quick break as the exterior  

of  Block 51 begins to take form 

Contact us @ 
 

Email: Info@hpscac.com 

Phone: 415.822.4622 

Fax: 415.822.4840 
 

Visit us at hpscac.com for 

updates and information or  

Facebook @ hpscac 

9/6/14 Bayview Brown Bombers  

Win Big! over visiting Bengals 
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Upcoming Meetings: 

 

Planning, Development & Finance: 

Thursday, October 9,@ 6:00pm 

Shipyard Site Office Trailers 

Business & Employment : 

Thursday, October 16, @ 6:00pm 

Shipyard Site Office Trailers 

Housing: 

Thursday, October 16, @ 7:00pm 

Shipyard Site Office Trailers 

Full CAC Committee Meeting: 

Monday, October 20, @ 6:00pm 

Southeast Community Facility 

1800 Oakdale St, SF, CA 94124 

Executive: 

Monday, October 27, @ 6:00pm 

Shipyard Site Office Trailers 


